Telegraph Heraly 15A
Sunoay, Mar 19, 2002

To contact us with:

lowa news: 800/562-6035 gﬁ‘v ,E:m:

‘Wisconsin news; 800/562.6021 . 563/588-5663

Hlinois news; 800/662.6031 = > 800/553-4801

J ury awards w a $364 000 in alp actice It

Hals The verdict came five years to the day "We are diseppointed in this ruling” artery on May 16, 1997. Following the than 30 years and was told of the risks of

The Finley Hos‘"ta" ’ Wolbers' hugsband entefyed Finley hos- he said. \ procedure, performed by Jenkins, Wol- the surgery beforehand, jurors were told
Dubuquer says staff's pital, Sarmuel Wolhers died on May 19, Knox said the hospital has not yet filed bers suffered s stroke and a second during opening arguments..

l. 1897, at the age of 58. an appeal, surgery had to be done the same day, ac- The lawsuit stated Finley staff was
negligence caused her Phyllis Wolbers said the judgment will " “We are reviewing that option,” he cording to the luwsuit, negligent in one or more of the following
hUSb and's death bring closure to her and her family. The added. He was in the intensive care unit until  ways:

’ Wolbers were marricd for 36 years and Following a weel of testimony, jurors May 18, when he was transferred to a v Nurses and respiratory therapy staff
By KYLIE GREENE have three children. - * found the hospital negligent aod Wol- regular nursing area. The lawsuit stateg failed to use “reasonuble skill and care”.

; : “I was happy with the verdict because bers was awarded damages for her hus- that he complained to the nursing and to treat and cure Wolhers' breathing dif-
TH stafl writer I think they were the cause of my hus- band's pain and suffering, burial respiratory therapy staff that he was ficulties,

A §8-year-ald Dubuqu e wa \ band's death,” Wolhers told the Telegraph  expenses and loss of spousal support,. having difficulty breathing. v Nurses administered prescription
awarded more tha $350q0001 't'"’" VaS  Heralq, "I am glad the jury could see The lawsuit, which initially nemed Dr, Shortly before 5 a.m, May 19, Wolbers medication to Wolbers svithout a pre-
a malpractie n ’ ast weekin 4y oy Joseph Jenkins and Dubuque Surgery, died. This'was after suffering great pain, scription from a physician, or for pur-

ma_practive suit against The Finley Finley President and Chief Executive P.C,, as defendants, claimed that Finley discomforl and anxiety, the Jawsult poses other than those for which the
H°“’p't‘f_" Officer John Knox said that during nursing and respirator therapy staff charged. medication was prescribed,

Phyllis Wolbers, of 1395 W. Fifih St., Samuel Wolbers' hospital stay, “Finley were negligent wglle Wolbers was under Attorneys for Finley argued during the v Nurses vialated protocol in treating
received a $364,000 judgment, plus in-  did everything in its power to provide ¢ir care. case that the staff did all it could to elp  Wolbers for his complaints,
terest and court costs on Thursday. high-quality care.”

Wolbers had surgery (o unclog an  Wolbers,'He had been & smoker for more — Erik Hogstrom contributed




